CHAPTER IV

COSIMO (PATER PATRIAE)
Botn 1389   (Ruled 1434-1464) Died 1464

WHEN Giovanni di Bicci died his eldest son Cosimo was
forty years old. Up to that time we have only one episode
recorded of him, viz., that when in 1415 the Council of
Constance was assembled and Pope John XXIII, forced by
the Emperor Sigismund, very reluctantly proceeded to it,
Cosimo de' Medici, then twenty-six years old, who had
known him before he became Pope, went with him at the
risk of his life to help to defend him; and had to fly in dis-
guise when Pope John was deposed and imprisoned by the
Council.

Cosimo had shortly before this adventure been married
to Contessina de' Bardi; * and his eldest son, Piero, was
born (apparently in the Bardi palace) while Cosimo was
absent at the above Council. The Bardi were in the fourteenth
century the richest banking family in Florence. Though they
themselves have disappeared their oldest palace 2 still stands
in the street which was all once their property, and still bears
their name, the Via de' Bardi, always to us reminiscent of
"Romola." But they had fallen on evil days before Cosimo's
marriage to the eldest daughter of the house, having been
gradually ruined owing to the loss of a large sum of money
which, lent by them to Edward III of England, had never
been repaid.0 By this marriage the Bardi palace came into
the possession of the Medici family, and Cosimo appears
during his father's lifetime to have lived there, .his arms
(with eight red balls 4) being still to be seen in some of the
roomg,*
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